THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
CHAPTER   I
WHAT THIS BOOK IS ABOUT
ryiHE purpose of this book is first, to inquire
1 whether the direction taken by British foreign
policy during the last decade or so is compatible
with the continued security of the British Empire, or
with peace; secondly, to call attention to the mood
which has accompanied the prevailing tendency of
policy; and thirdly, to indicate an alternative policy
of defence and peace,
The psychological factor as revealed this last few
years is, in an ultimate sense, perhaps the most impor-
tant, for it indicates a change in the nature of under-
lying motive; a shift in that scale of fundamental
values which fixes the character and determines the
conduct of nations. It has already produced results in
British policy which would have been regarded as
utterly inexplicable before the War; a line of conduct
for which Britain's history shows no precedent; and
has already profoundly modified the distribution of
power throughout the world and begun to reshape
it politically along new lines and to new ends.